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dispersion of Potcmkin's forces. U was clear that for a lime the would-be aggressor was reduced to the defensive. Was it not well, then, to deliver the blow rather than wait for it to fall in the next year, and perhaps from both Austria and Russia? '('rue, the Turks were not ready—they never were no. Hut their recent. successes over the Mftmulukc Ueya in Ktfypt and the rchdUtms Mahmoud Pacha in Albania emboldened Ihem to take a .step which completely .surprised ail the Cabinets of Kurnpc. On i6th August, after a long conference will) the Grand Vizier, UulgakoiT and five members of his suite were apprehended and inarched off to the Seven Towers, there to b« kept in clasc custody. This was the Turkish way of declaring war to the knife. The Porte defended it on the Around of outrages toils flag at Kinbuvn ami Sevastopol;' but the incitU'.nt added rancour to the hatred of Catharine, and she swore to ^lut hrr revenue upon tho insolent infidels. Her rnjf« wan all the ^rcaLrr hccuusc for once .she was outwitted. iMlxhcrbrrt, on lumriuK t>f the; novel declaration of war by the Turks, staled to Carmarthen1 that it must have upset all her calculationsv for he knew that the blustering language used by Uulgaluiff" was In fact Intended to produce the contrary effect." :l
These events were destined potently to influence the cnrecr of Pitt. In one respect they affect his reputation; for Catharine in her fury accused him of inciting the Turks to attack her.1 The charge was not unnatural. She had long .shown her spleen against ICngland in bitter words and hostile deeds. More, than once she thrust aside I'ilt's overtures for an alliance; and slm rejected his proposals for a commercial treaty while she Cranial that boon to Krunct: (January \?tt?)- Further, the outbreak of war in tho Mast came very opportunely for Grout llrituiit ami Prussia at the crisis of the Dutch embroglio and enabled the Court of Jierlin confidently lo launch its troop* against ilia
1 " F. 0.," Turkey, 8. Ain*.lie to Cnrmimhen, I7lh Aujfimt
*  WF, O.," KuMln, 15.   Dcipnich of aantl Scpteinlier.  Kiulierhart vna than coming homo III.  Mis plnco wns filled by Kramer.
" In view of thoso Tiictu 1 annuii n^ree with (lie alntcmrnl of 1'rof, Lodge O'Cftmb. Mod. Mht.," viit, 316) ilnu Uic nction of ihcTmk«"wii* dictnietl by passion nuher limn by [jolicy." It seems lo me » skilful move, cipccinlly as they already had reason to hope for hrt|i from I'rn^iin find Sweden. Uilvmsef(t, 1125) wrongly lerma ii n "tlcHptsrftlo ruaolve."
*  "F. 0.," KuiaiA, 15. Krwor lo Cnrnmrthen, 51)1 OcioUer 1787.              a
